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Annandale & Eskdale Sports Grants Criteria 2026/27

Sports Grants have now been brought in line with other small grants administered through the Area Committee; improving the process for applicants and for officers managing the process.  This would involve seeking delegation from the Area Committee to the Lead Officer, in consultation with relevant Ward Members, Active Schools and Ward Officers to assess applications.  This would reduce the burden on applications, lessen the administrative process on officers and result in more timeous decisions.

Proposed Guidance and Criteria: 2026/27 
1. The budget available for A&E Sports Grants is £4500.

2. Applications will normally be assessed shortly after the deadline and will be agreed by the Lead Officer who may consult with local Elected Members and other key Officers/partners as appropriate. 

3. The deadline for round 1 will be 2 July 2026 and round 2 will be 29 October 2026.  Applications which require a decision ‘out of sync’, at the discretion of the Discretionary Budget Lead Officer, will be considered on a first come first served basis until the available funds are fully committed.  Sports Grants are available to support events and activity within 12 months of award.

4. A&E Sports Grants may be awarded for expenditure already incurred in advance of a decision on your application, only where this is necessary and unavoidable to secure participation in the activity (for example entry fees). 
 
5. A full breakdown of costs associated with your application should be detailed within the application form, with any evidence of quotes etc provided to support this.

6. Applications will be accepted from individuals (athletes, officials and coaches) who reside within A&E or A&E-based sports clubs affiliated to their national governing body of sport.  Where you are a A&E-based sports club, the majority of beneficiaries must be from the A&E area.

7. A maximum of 2 applications from Individuals will be accepted for the same event/activity from the same club.  Should more than 2 individuals require support, a Club application should be submitted

8. Applicants must be participating in/representing a sport formally recognised by Sport Scotland (https://sportscotland.org.uk/media/4790/list-of-uk-recognised-ngbs-and-sport-list-may-2019.pdf) CLICK HERE


9. Individuals can apply for up to £300 for expenditure which is incurred within 12 months from approval.  Individuals must be resident within A&E.  You cannot apply for 100% of the total costs of the activity/event you seek support towards.

10. Clubs can apply for up to £500 for expenditure which is incurred within 12 months from approval.  The majority of beneficiaries must be from the A&E area.  You cannot apply for 100% of the total costs of the activity/event you seek support towards.

11. Eligible costs include:
· training for coaches/volunteers
· sports equipment
· organisation of local sports events
· travel and competition expenses 
· to support competing or officiating at a national or international level where no national financial contribution has been received. 

12. Ineligible costs include
· facility running costs inclusive of heating, lighting, rent, water or rates. 
· staffing costs/wages
· general ongoing fees/memberships, weekly coaching or equipment costs

13. Sport clubs must be affiliated to the relevant governing body (See Criteria 8 above).  Schools/Parent Councils are not eligible to apply.

14. As this Fund is to support individuals to develop to the next level of their sport, it must be evidenced in the application form how support from A&E Sports Grants will help you to progress in your chosen field. 

15. If successful, all individuals and sports club recipients must acknowledge Council support and agree to participate in promotion of the Fund. 

16. Any monies not used towards the purpose of the agreed application or within the timeframe agreed must be returned. Failure to return Monitoring (or to have returned previously) may result in your being ineligible for further support from this fund.

17. For specific enquiries in relation to the funding contact Jaime.Nicholson@dumgal.gov.uk
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