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SUPPORTING STATEMENT ACCOMPANYING 		        THE CREETOWN & KIRKMABRECK LOCAL PLACE PLAN

This statement accompanies the Creetown & Kirkmabreck Local Place Plan.
The Creetown & Kirkmabreck Local Place Plan (‘CKLPP’) is presented by Kirkmabreck Community Council on behalf of the community. It was produced in collaboration with Creetown Initiative and follows published directions from Dumfries & Galloway Council, and guidance provided by the Council’s place plan team.
Local Place Plans were introduced as part of The Planning (Scotland) Act 2019 to support communities to have a more direct role in shaping their local area. The Act states:  A local place plan is a proposal as to the development or use of land. It may also identify land and buildings that the community body considers to be of particular significance to the local area.
While the CKLPP started in a comprehensive community consultation questionnaire aimed at a Community Action Plan, it adheres to this brief. On processing the returns, it was felt that the responses were much more appropriate in building a Local Place Plan. This was agreed with Dumfries & Galloway council place plan team. This Statement’s headings are:
Area Covered; Documents Consulted; Community Consultation; Place Planning; Community Action; Looking to the Future; Production and Registration Process; Support and Compliance; Summary of Contents.
Area Covered: On the eastern shore of the Cree estuary, at the head of Wigtown Bay, Kirkmabreck Parish stretches 10 miles from Palnure, close to Newton Stewart, to just short  of Auchenlarie, near Gatehouse of Fleet…. Rising from sea level, differing environments of tidal flat, salt marsh, pastoral farmland, deciduous woodland, commercial forestry and open moorland are arrayed through 25,000 acres around two uplands - Cairnharrow (457 metres / 1499 feet) and Cairnsmore of Fleet (610 metres / 2000 feet). Kirkmabreck’s northern boundary includes a large portion of the National Nature Reserve of Cairnsmore, one of the three core areas of the Galloway & Southern Ayrshire UNESCO Biosphere. The main communities are Creetown and Carsluith. This is the area covered by the Local Place Plan
Documents Consulted: CKLPP has regard for the National Planning Framework (NPF4) and Dumfries & Galloway Council’s Local Development Plan (LDP2), both of which have been foundational in the production of the Plan. Other plans consulted were: A Future for Creetown (Drew Mackie Associates, 1988), Creetown Land Management Plan (Mind the Gap, 2021), and other Local Place Plans produced in the region. The need was not felt to diverge from national and regional initiatives but that it was important to complement them in ways that was appropriate to the Creetown & Kirkmabreck community.
[bookmark: _Hlk208420336]Community Consultation: With a lead-in of revisiting earlier consultation, recent consultation, experience with recent development projects (all with community input), a process of: one-to-one conversations and focus-group sessions - with Businesses, Voluntary Groups and Organisations in Creetown - were initiated to help establish the content for a  Community Questionnaire and a Young People’s Questionnaire. The production and distribution of the Questionnaires in late 2023, with drop-in sessions, and the collating of the returns, was a core part of this project. 599 of these were distributed to every household in Kirkmabreck. 127 were returned - a 22%+ return rate. Following the distribution of the Questionnaires, and the collection of the returns, further steps were prompted by issues raised in them (2024-25). These involved conversations with individuals and groups relating to the operation of projects that had been mentioned in the consultation, and a fresh process to establish a new community group to manage the Balloch Wood. From this extensive consultation it was possible to establish ‘subjects for planning’ in the following section.
[bookmark: _Hlk208947338]Place Planning: Eight ‘subjects for planning’ - or themes to be encouraged - are identified (and shown on a map) in the most extensive section of the CKLPP: Adamson Square and the Ellangowan; St John Street - Creetown’s Main Street; Buildings Serving the Community; Housing; Amenities; The Environment; Stone & Elements: Heritage & Culture; Aspiration & Investment. Each subject for planning / theme has consistent titles: Introduction; Overlap with Other Themes; Comments in the Questionnaire; Who undertakes this project; Timeline. Under each subject may be a single project, or several. There may be existing functions to be sustained, clearly visible potential to be achieved, or aspirations which will have hurdles to cross. The handling remains consistent with the CKLPP’s intention to be a proposal as to the development or use of land…identifying… land and buildings that the community body considers to be of particular significance to the local area.
Community Action: From the community perspective, how and who works up and maintains the projects in the previous section will be as important as the structured process of planning them. This section looks at capacity within the community.
Looking to the Future: The section summarises earlier content and recommends that attention be given to strengthening the community’s project management capability.
Production and Registration Process: Care was taken in the detailed assembly of the CKLPP, consulting back as it proceeded through writing, assembly , improving the mapping content, checking for factual accuracy, ensuring breadth of content and liaising on design. The required 28-day registration process has been followed, with Information Notice, draft Local Place Plan, and Comments Form sent out to councillors and adjoining community councils to Kirkmabreck Parish 28 days before the completion date on 21st April  2026.

Support and Compliance: It is our view that the CKLPP reflects well the range of opinion expressed within our community and reflects support for its production. It has been compliant with the legal requirements outlined for its production.

Contents of the Creetown & Kirkmabreck Local Place Plan:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk213601766]FOREWORD
2. PLACE & COMMUNITY PLANNING
3. CREETOWN & KIRKMABRECK NOW 
4. LISTENING TO THE COMMUNITY
5. CREETOWN & KIRKMABRECK - PLACE PLANNING
6. CREETOWN & KIRKMABRECK - COMMUNITY ACTION
7. LOOKING TO THE FUTURE: 
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