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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

THEMES FOR ACTION

Theme 1 A community that is better connected and safer to
get around

* A better more integrated Public Bus provision

* A safe walking and cycling route to Thornhill

* Better safer routes across the A76

* Bus stop benches

Theme 2 Better local community facilities

* Open and Develop the Community Shop/café/hub

An EV ChargePoint

Toilets at the Community Field and Community Orchard
A small community warm hub

* More community noticeboards

Theme 3 Affordable homes for all
* More affordable homes for both young people and seniors

Theme 4 Enhancing and protecting our environment

* More trees planted

* Better maintenance of edges and less weeds on pathways
* Less mud on roads

* Potholes filled immediately

* A tidier and brighter Main Street in Closeburn Village

Theme 5 Protecting our local heritage
* Retaining the church for the community

Theme 6 Enhancing community communications
* A clear understanding of who does what within the community?
* More community involvement in decisions
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FOREWORD

The Closeburn Local Place Plan covers the whole Closeburn Community Council
area so it's about those living in both our small villages and in isolated farms and
houses. It attempts to cover the challenges and needs of a small rural community
and their wishes and aspirations.

Undertaken through 2024 and 2025 it is but a snapshot in time and should always
be considered a living document that will change as circumstances and people
change.

We are grateful to Dumfries and Galloway Council, Closeburn Community Coun-
cil and Nith Valley LEAF Trust for working together to ascertain what our commu-
nity values and wishes to see happen in the future.

The plan encompasses many issues that will be common to many Scottish rural
communities. Closeburn is keen to recognise what assets it has and the environ-
ment in which people live and work and to try to maintain and enhance the lives of
those who cherish it.

As a small rural community Closeburn greatly values what assets and resources
it has but struggles to explain what it’s like to live in an increasingly isolated but
beautiful rural area lacking services and facilities when many of the strategic decisions
which affect the parish are made by urban based decision makers who lack under-
standing of rural life.

Closeburn lacks the numbers which financial controllers favour and it is expensive to
both live and work here in terms of time and money compared to urban residents. So,
costs per person for services and facilities will always be higher to maintain or deliver.

The benefits of living and working in such an area are however huge and should
not be measured just in financial terms. Closeburn is part of the fantastically at-
tractive Thornhill Uplands Regional Scenic Area in Dumfriesshire and a great place
to bring up a family which is greatly appreciated by its residents. Closeburn and its
residents do however lack the resources to maintain and enhance the lifestyle that
many, especially the young, aspire to.

This plan has tried to measure many things, some of which are very hard to put
into numerical figures. We ask those that will read the plan and use it for strategic
decision making try to understand that our part of rural Scotland is really about
people rather than just facts and figures. We ask them to recognise that despite our
small population the residents and those who visit are keen to have a real say in
what happens to their part of Scotland, its environment and its society and are

happy to lead the initiatives required.
i

Sarah Currie Mike Steele
Chairperson Nith Valley LEAF Trust
Closeburn Community Council

e
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1. INTRODUCTION

This Local Place Plan sets out the issues, needs and aspirations of
those living in the Closeburn community, the strategic objectives
required to deliver those aspirations and the consequent actions
they wish to take forward over the 2026-2030 period.

Hopefully this LPP will be used by Dumfries and Galloway Coun-
cil's planners to help them understand the wishes and aspirations of
Closeburn residents to assist their work on the new local devel-
opment plan. This Local Development Plan will set out the oppor-
tunities for development in the area, types of development that will
or will not be permitted and in which locations.

The scope of this plan will include the ways in which our commu-
nity wants to see projects developed and assets used. However, it
will also include broader community aspirations concerning social,
cultural and economic issues.

This Local Place Plan will offer the Closeburn Community a way
of identifying and helping to deliver community projects and provide
the information for other organisations and funders to adapt activ-
ities and proposals to support the delivery of Closeburn’s aspir-
ations, so a tool for collaborative working.

WHO ARE WE?

Nith Valley Leaf Trust has worked with Closeburn Community
Council to prepare this Local Place Plan. It has been funded by NVLT
and Dumfries and Galloway Council.

NVLT is the community trust responsible for delivering the com-
munity projects that Closeburn Community Council and residents
wish to see go ahead.

NVLT owns/manages a number of community assets on behalf of
the community and organises a range of community activities in co-
ordination with the Community Council.

Current assets include:

* Five affordable homes for rent including three award-winning
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PassivHaus Homes

* The Community Field (formerly the primary school playing
field/Gala field)

* A Roundhouse

*  Community Orchard (leased from Church of Scotland until
2042)

* Village shop/café/hub

* Five community Defibrillators

* A fleet of ebikes

* A bike library

WHAT IS A LOCAL PLACE PLAN?
Local Place Plans are a new way for communities in Scotland to
shape the future of their area. They help residents:

* Develop a vision for their community

* Identify priorities for land use, development, infrastructure and
activities

* Influence planning in Dumfries and Galloway Council by
informing the next Local Development Plan (LDP3)

* Strengthen community-led action and collaboration, with
evidence of need for funding

AN ONGOING ENGAGEMENT APPROACH
This Local Place Plan was based on the ideas, concerns and aspir-
ations of the people of Closeburn. Over the summer of 2024 all
residents were offered the opportunity to complete a comprehen-
sive survey covering 14 themes. They were then invited to a dedi-
cated consultation session in November 2024.

We used both a paper and online questionnaire to gain views
across the age ranges and targeted a cohort from the Youth Club
to ensure under 16 residents were included.
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2. ABOUT CLOSEBURN

THE AREA COVERED BY THE PLACE PLAN
This Local Place Plan area is defined by the map below which covers
the Closeburn Community Council area.
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Fig 1 Closeburn Community Council Area

DEMOGRAPHICS

The Closeburn Community Council Area in Dumfries and Galloway,
Southwest Scotland is relatively large, bounded by the Cample Burn
to the north, Queensberry Hill to the northeast, Gawin Moor to
the east, Auldgirth to the south and the River Nith to the west some
11 miles north of Dumfries.

Most of the population of 650 (D&G figures 2024) live in the Nith
valley in settlements of Gatelawbridge, Cample and Park and the
main settlement of Closeburn Village on the A76 where around 270
people live in 120 houses. The remaining residents live in isolated
farms and houses in the rural area along the river or up on the valley
sides.

CLOSEBURN LOCAL PLACE PLAN: About Closeburn 5



HOUSING
Closeburn village lies mostly to the west of the Dumfries-to-Kilmar-
nock Road (A76) and consists, apart from the older housing on the
main road, mostly of housing from the 1950’s to the 1980’s. Housing
in the other settlements is a mixture of old terrace houses, many of
which have been modernised and new detached or semi-detached
buildings. Closeburn village has the highest percentage of rental homes
belonging to housing associations or private landlords. The proportion
of owner-occupied housing in and around Closeburn village is around
60%, slightly lower than the national level, estimated to be around 62%.
There are a number of tied cottages on farms in the area which
poses a particular challenge to tenants as their tenancies are linked
to their employment.

ECONOMY AND EMPLOYMENT

Closeburn Community Council area features traditional agricultural
and forestry industries. The area has farming that includes large in-
tensive dairy as well as less intensive beef and sheep with commercial
woodland higher up the valley sides. There are two commercial
windfarms adjacent to the community area. Closeburn has employ-
ment in a mixture of small business including the Trigony Hotel,
Cample Riding school, farm building construction, car repairs, ornate
metal workers, garden centre, Escape Room, Primary School &
Closeburn Residential Centre and will have a community shop/café.
Most other residents work away from the village in Thornhill or
Dumfries. An increasing number work from home.

TRANSPORT AND ACCESS

Closeburn lies on and by the A76, with a number of smaller minor
roads leading off, providing access to the nearby rural settlements.
Around 2.5 miles north of Closeburn on the main road is the larger
village of Thornhill (population 1,500) which offers a range of ser-
vices and amenities for Closeburn residents. Thornhill is often seen
as a hub in terms of drawing people from across Mid-Nithsdale for
work, leisure, healthcare and education. It is home to the majority
of the more formal community facilities in the area.

6 CLOSEBURN LOCAL PLACE PLAN: About Closeburn



Fig 2 Closeburn Village Hall

Closeburn, however, does have community amenities in its own
right. There is limited public transport from the village to Thornhill,
walking on the main road is precarious, so reliance is often with own
vehicles. This means that young people in particular are not always
able to access facilities in Thornhill or further afield.

COMMUNITY ASSETS AND INFRASTRUCTURE
Closeburn Village Hall accommodates activities on a regular basis
including a Youth Club, Christmas parties, a New Year’s lunch and
classes such as dog training. Closeburn hosts several other annual
events run as part of the Gala Week, including a Children’s Gala
event on the Community Field. There is also Closeburn Parish
Church (with a declining number of attendees below 20), an at-
tractive building adjacent to the Primary School (two teachers and
36 pupils) which is 1 km east of the main village and a significant
presence in the local community, attended by children from across
the community council area.

The Community Orchard with its polytunnel, fruit trees and
shed/classroom is next to the Church and the School. It and the
Community Field (formerly the primary school playing field) is now
owned and managed by the community through its Community
Trust — Nith Valley Leaf Trust (www.nithvalley.org). It has a large
outdoor shelter that is used by the Gala and Youth Club and will be
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developed into an event venue. NVLT also owns five affordable
homes that are rented to local families. It has also bought the old
village shop and intends to open in late 2025 as a community
shop/café & hub. NVLT is part of the N76 active travel group and
has a fleet of ebikes for hire or loan and a bike library of ordinary
bikes for all ages. It also owns and manages five community defibul-
lators. NVLT undertakes projects the Community Council and resi-
dents identify.

Fig 3 Closeburn Parish Church

LAND AND TOURISM

Closeburn Parish is part of the beautiful Thornhill Uplands Regional
Scenic Area as designated by D&G Council. This is a patchwork of
farmland, moorland and forest, with the River Nith running from
north to south on the west boundary. Games sports are important
with fishing and shooting traditional. Biking is popular with the Forest
of Ae Seven Stanes Mountain bike venue and a network of forest
paths available. There is a small campsite in Closeburn for camper-
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vans and many core paths to walk. There are Roman remains and
Covenanters trails as well as Crichope Linn, Morton Castle and
Drumlanrig Castle are nearby.

POPULATION

Closeburn is part of the Nithsdale designation by Dumfries and Gal-
loway Council where Nithsdale comprises Upper Nithsdale, and
Mid-Nithsdale, although Thornhill is sometimes defined as a separ-
ate area. Closeburn falls into the Mid-Nithsdale section.

The total population of D&G was 148,790 in 2018. Between 2001
and 2023 the population of Dumfries and Galloway has decreased
by 1.4%.

Closeburn Community Council area figures show an even greater
decline since 2017:

2017 - 800
2022 - 683
2025 - 650

*D&G Council Stats Mid & Upper Nithsdale Localised Data Profile

In D&G, the 45 - 64 age group was the largest in 2023. In
contrast, the 16 - 24 age group was the smallest. In 2023, there were
more females (51.6%) than males (48.4%) living in D&G, similar to
National Scottish figures: females (51.4%) and males (48.6%).

In D&G between 2001 and 2023, the 25 to 44 age group saw the
largest percentage decrease (-24.9%) whilst the 75 and over age
group saw the largest percentage increase (+53.4%). This trend is
predicted to continue and partly reflects the migration of young
people leaving school and going to higher education, employment or
for better access to facilities and services and moving to the Scottish
Central Belt or further afield. In additional there is a continuing inward
migration from outside the region of older, often retired couples
seeking to move into a more scenic and less crowded environment.

The prediction is that this downward population trend will con-
tinue with figures showing that between 2018 and 2028, the popu-
lation of D&G will decrease from 148,790 to 144,575 (- 2.8%),)
which compares to a projected increase of 1.8% for Scotland as a
whole.
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3. THE CHALLENGES
FACING CLOSEBURN

Using the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD), the Scottish
Government's official tool for identifying those places in Scotland
suffering from deprivation, Closeburn, which is included in 3 data
zones, scores highly for deprivation for housing, access to services
and crime. This index score shows the need to improve activities-
related facilities.

The use of Scottish Index Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) enables
comparison of deprivation throughout Scotland. Closeburn Com-
munity Council area is covered by, but does not coincide with, three
relevant data zones - S01007559, S0O1007566 and SO1007565 -
which extend beyond the Community Council boundary.

Thus, data from these three zones can be used to give some indi-
cation of deprivation but as they are not an exact match, they are
an indication only.

ACCESS AND TRANSPORT

Within the different domains of the SIMD Calculation, access is a
key issue within Mid-Nithsdale and for Closeburn. It is estimated
that over 50% of residents amongst the Mid and Upper Nithsdale
Locality are classified as being access deprived. Thus, average travel
time to access GP (General Practitioner) services by public transport
in Mid-Nithsdale is above Dumfries and Galloway and Scotland mean
travel time (2015). The recent withdrawal of many bus services
(August 2025) in Closeburn have made this much worse.

Whilst Closeburn village is on a main road (A76) it has a limited
public bus service to access Thornhill and Dumfries. Recent changes
mean there are now no Sunday buses, no early morning or late even-
ing buses and no through services to either Edinburgh or Cumnock
(for Ayr). Thus getting to and from work, to visit Dumfries hospital
and evening entertainment facilities in Dumfries is difficult or im-
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possible. Access to the east or west of the A76 is worse with many
areas not served by public transport so away from the A76 one very
quickly gets into an environment that is defined as ‘Remote Rural’. The
recent bus provision changes mean the Closeburn Community Area
has rapidly moved from Accessible Rural territory to Remote Rural.

HOUSING AND EDUCATION
These domains in the SIMD rank relatively positively within the Mid
and Upper Nithsdale Locality.

Affordable houses for rent through housing associations are how-
ever becoming increasingly difficult for local Closeburn youngsters
to access when in competition with other potential tenants as little
priority is given for local connections. This may be accelerating the
trend of 25—44-year-olds leaving the area.

Closeburn Primary (two teachers, 36 pupils) has a high rating for
pupils with special needs and it like all small rural schools in the re-
gion is poorly funded and poorly maintained. In contrast Wallace
Hall Academy, the feeder secondary school in Thornhill is highly
ranked academically and a relatively new building.

EMPLOYMENT
Nine percent of residents in Mid-Nithsdale are in receipt of out-of-
work benefits.

HEALTH
This is in general good and average life expectancy for males in Mid
Nithsdale is 80.8 years and 83.2 for females.

On the down side 18.4% of children in Dumfries and Galloway
are living in poverty compared to 15% for Scotland and only 46% of
babies in Mid-Nithsdale were exclusively breastfed in the 2019/20
to 2021/22.

CRIME AND COMMUNITY SAFETY
In Mid-Nithsdale, the crime rate is around half that of Dumfries and
Galloway as a whole. The rate of road traffic accident casualties is

60 per 100,000.
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4. WHAT THE PEOPLE
THOUGHT

CLOSEBURN COMMUNITY SURVEY
Methodology

A community survey was used with a standard set of questions
based on the 14 themes of the Place Standard Tool recommended
by Dumfries & Galloway Council. It was distributed as both a paper
questionnaire and an online survey. There were a total of 47 ques-
tions covering 14 topic areas that are presented below.

The survey was issued over the summer period of August-Sep-
tember 2024 with the public consultation in mid-November
2024.

The consultation aimed to gain a wide representation of
views and ideas from the Closeburn community council area.
The key mechanism was to use a community survey backed up
with a public consultation event for residence to discuss issues
raised.

A range of communication channels was used, including:

*  Social media
* Posters and leaflets
*  Word-of-mouth

Seven respondents were aged under 20 as members of the Youth
club were targeted to complete the survey. Ten were in the 21 - 40
age group, 23 in the 41 - 65 age group and eight 66+. This repre-
senter a fair age distribution for respondents although the majority
(64%) were over 40.

Closeburn Village houses the largest population concentration
in this parish with 120 houses but it was extremely useful to also

14 CLOSEBURN LOCAL PLACE PLAN: What the People Thought



get views from those people living in the smaller or more isolated
communities.

A total of 48 responses were received representing around 170-
200 individuals. With a population of 650 in the community area
this represents 27/30% of the population so fair representation to
use as an indicator of resident’s views.

Of the 48 respondents, 16 were males and 32 females. Half
came from Closeburn Village and half from the surrounding areas
within Closeburn Community Council boundary. So, this report
has a strong bias of views from females as set out below but a rea-
sonable age profile.

Location

m Closeburn Village

m Closeburn Surrounding Area

® Closeburn Village Resident

Closeburn Area Resident (within Closeburn Parish
boundary)

CLOSEBURN LOCAL PLACE PLAN: What the People Thought 15



RESPONSES
Respondents were asked to rate each of the 14 issues and then com-
ment on specific aspects.

2.49

Average Rating
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Playpark revamp/update,

Speed signs for Gatelawbridge

Safe crossings out with school hours (traffic light crossings)
Subsidized rental at hall incl for children’s activities.
More inclusion in decision for the community events.
Road safety for the school road.

Revise Planning Process

Budgets going to local communities

Weeds/hedges on school/nursery route

Wheel chair access in the area

Bench in bus shelter

Community activities for the older generation
Re-open the railway station

_ A A A NN NN W W

Better access, transport, and road safely featured strongly in
peoples priorities as well as two Community facility projects —
The café/shop and affordable housing. We have thus tried to in-
corporate these and other aspirations in the proposed

Fig 8 Closeburn Passivhaus Homes
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5. THEMES FOR THE
ACTION PLAN

THEME 1
A COMMUNITY THAT IS BETTER CONNECTED AND
SAFER TO GET AROUND

* Better more integrated bus provision.

Whilst this was identified as a challenge in 2024 and it has now be-
come an acute problem following bus provisions changes in August
2025. This is now making access to facilities and services for resi-
dents very, very difficult and there is a need for sensible discussions
with possible partners on new ways for residents including school
students and non-drivers to get to work, medical appointments and
education provision from a community that is becoming remote
rural despite only being a short distance from both Thornhill and
Dumfries.

Partners: D&G Council Swestrans, Thornhill Community Bus,
NVLT

*Safe route to Thornhill

This is one option that was previously being pursued and needs to
be accelerated. KPT have successfully installed a cycling/walking path
from Penpont to Thornhill and Closeburn needs a similar one.
Partners: Swestrans, Amey , NVLT. Local landowners

* Better safer routes across the A76, to Primary school, Com-
munity field and Community orchard/ Traffic calming A76

This is a critical issue for those crossing the A76. The traffic passing
through Closeburn village does not adhere to the 40mph speed
limit. This could involve:

*a reduced 20mph limit in the village which is a Scottish Govern-
ments object for all urban areas including on A roads.

* A traffic light- controlled crossing
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* A traffic light system similar to Springholm on the A75 that stops
speeding traffic
Possible partners : D&G Council, Amey, NVLT

*Bus stop bench

None of the bus stops on the A76 in Closeburn have a place to sit
or to securely store a bicycle
Partners: D&G Council, NVLT, Closeburn Resilience Group
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THEME 5
PROTECTING OUR LOCAL HERITAGE

Closeburn has a rich history portrayed in its landscape, geography
and buildings .Its community value this highly and wish to retain as-
sets where viable business plans can be developed.

* Retaining the church

This is likely to be sold off as the Church of Scotland consolidates
it services and congregations. Opportunities exist to investigate al-
ternative community uses, including an active travel hub, events

venue , museum or visitor accommodation.
Partners: NVLT CCC SLF RHF SOSE
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COMMENTS: OCTOBER 2025

Since the time of the 2024 survey and engagement evening a number
of issues have changed or moved on.

Bus provision

Since August 2025 public bus provision in Closeburn has dramatically
declined making the parish increasingly isolated and even more se-
verely access deprived.

Affordable Housing

Following a Housing Needs survey in 2024 a concept design for 5 afford-
able homes and a community guest suite was presented to the commu-
nity at an engagement evening in October 2025. Thirty eight people
attended and 80% of those who left comments were either neutral or
positive about the proposal. The buildings would be made from inno-
vative panels made of crushed glass with high insulation and strength
characteristics. The houses would be constructed off site, flat packed
and assembled quickly on site.

Closeburn Church

The Parish church will be sold in 2026 and the Community Council have
discussed an interest in acquiring it for the community depending on
having a viable business plan endorsed by the community and funding.
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Fig 9 Innovative Affordable Housing

Fig 10 Closeburn Community Shop & Café
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6. IMPLEMENTING THE
CLOSEBURN PLACE PLAN

The information in this Local Place Plan and the subsequent Ac-
tions and Proposals for development reflect real needs, issues and
aspirations that people told us about during the engagement. So,
it's a snapshot in time and should thus be regarded as a living
document that should be modified as circumstances and factors
change.

We are grateful for the community’s efforts and contributions.

We now need to identify which projects can commence and when
given resources of people and money are always limited.

Closeburn does have a very proactive Community Council and
Community Trust who can act as first commissioners of residents
aspirations but as a small community they will need both community
support and help from local regional and national organisations to
bring many of these projects to fruition.

NEXT STEPS AND REVIEW
As lead partners Closeburn Community Council and Nith Valley
Leaf Trust will have a particular role in supporting the Actions and
reviewing the overall Place Plan.

This will involve:
* An initial meeting of CCC, NVLT , D&G Council open to the public
to agree on short, medium and long-term Actions
* |dentification of proposed resources needed and outcomes, time-
frames, and potential sources of funding
* Annual review of the plan by all groups and members of the
public
* We will also reach out to adjoining and relevant communities out-
side of Closeburn to collaborate on larger cross boundary issues like
transport, higher education, enterprise and business, where working
together works better.
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A LIVE PLAN FOR EVERYONE

We hope that this Local Place Plan has meaning for people in Close-
burn and elsewhere and is thus useful. Our hope is that it will pro-
vide evidence of need so that any groups or individuals who are
thinking about setting up a new initiative have an idea about local
people’s priorities. It can thus provide evidence for funding appli-
cations and identify potential collaborators MVe wish to underline
the fact that this Plan should be regarded as a living document that
should be modified and updated over time to reflect changes in cir-
cumstances, needs and aspirations.

We hope that this vision of this Local Place Plan has meaning for
people in Closeburn and is thus useful. Our hope is that it will pro-
vide evidence of need so that any groups or individuals who are
thinking about setting up a new initiative have an idea of what
people’s priorities are for Closeburn Parish. It will provide evidence
for funding applications and identify potential collaborators .We wish
to underline the fact that this Plan should be regarded as a living
document that can be modified over time to reflect changes in cir-
cumstances, needs and aspirations.

If you have any future comments, please email them to
NVLT9@outlook.com

Fig 11 Closeburn Community Field
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