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Easy Read: Dumfries and Galloway Council Budget Consultation 2026/27 
 
What this is about 

· Our council must plan next year’s budget (money plan). 
· Costs are going up and more people need services. 
· This is happening to councils across Scotland, not just here. 
· We want your views before councillors make decisions in late February 2026. 
 
Important: These are ideas for discussion (proposals) – not decisions. 
 
Key dates 

· Consultation runs: Fri 17 October–Sun 23 November 2025.
· Decisions made: late February 2026.
 
The challenge in simple words 

· We already saved about £133 million over 16 years. 
· We now must find about £35 million more over the next 3 years. 
· That is why we are asking for your views on different ways to save money or bring in income. 

What the council does 

We provide everyday services like: 

· Schools and education 
· Social care 
· Bins and recycling 
· Roads and transport 
· Libraries, leisure and community services 
· Planning, housing and licensing 
 
Money to pay for services comes from: 

· Scottish Government funding 
· Non-Domestic Rates (business rates) 
· Council Tax 
· Some fees and charges (for example, leisure centres) 
 
How you can take part (choose any) 

1. Fill in the survey (best way) 
a. Short, clear questions about the options. 
b. You can write comments to explain what matters to you. 

2. Try the Budget Challenge (optional 
a. An online tool to see how choices affect the budget. 
b. This is for learning only. Please still fill in the survey. 
 
3. Come to a Community Conversation 
a. Local drop-in events where you can speak to us in person. 
b. Events are happening in all 12 wards during November. 
 
Community Conversations – dates and places 

(Drop in any time during the times shown) 

· Tue 4 Nov – 3–7pm, Ryan Centre, Stranraer 
· Tue 4 Nov – 3–5pm, Loreburn Shopping Centre, Dumfries (in front of Summerhill Community Futures Shop) 
· Tue 4 Nov – 5–7pm, DG1 Leisure Complex, Dumfries 
· Thu 6 Nov – 3–7pm, YMCA Centre, Lochside Road, Dumfries 
· Fri 7 Nov – 3–7pm, Moffat Town Hall, Moffat 
· Mon 10 Nov – 3–7pm, Customer Service Centre, Newton Stewart 
· Tue 11 Nov – 3–7pm, Sanquhar FUN Pool, Sanquhar 
· Tue 11 Nov – 3–7pm, CD Community Centre, Castle Douglas 
· Wed 12 Nov – 3–7pm, Dalbeattie Town Hall, Dalbeattie 
· Wed 12 Nov – 3–7pm, Annan Swimming Pool, Annan 
· Thu 13 Nov – 3–7pm, Lochthorn Customer Service Centre, Heathhall 
· Tue 18 Nov – 3–7pm, The Buccleuch Centre, Langholm 
· Wed 19 Nov – 3–7pm, Customer Service Centre, Kirkcudbright 
 
Accessibility and other ways to respond 

We want everyone to take part. 

· Paper surveys and assisted digital help are available at libraries and Customer Service Centres. 
· You can email your views to yourbudget@dumgal.gov.uk. 
· We can provide Large Print, Easy Read and other formats on request. 
· If you use a screen reader and have problems, please tell us. We will help you submit your views and fix any issues quickly. 
 
Need help finding your nearest centre? Check our website or ask staff at your local library. 

 
What happens to your views 

· All responses will be looked at together to see what themes and issues come up. 
· A report goes to councillors in December 2025. 
· Councillors will use your feedback when they set the budget in February 2026. 
· We will publish a simple “You Said – We Did” summary. 
 

Some of the options you may see 

These are examples of the kinds of proposals in the survey. No decisions have been made. 

· Changes to music tuition in schools.
· Changes to funding for advice services.
· Using buildings and school places differently. 
· Changing how often some bins are collected.
· Reviewing some fees and charges. 
· Making services more digital where that helps. 
 
If you want full detail, please read the Budget Savings Options document on the website. 
 
Important notes about schools and buildings 

· Some proposals ask for consultation on using the school estate differently (for example, where rolls are very small). 
· If any school is proposed for change, there would be a separate legal consultation before any decision. 
· Please share your views in the survey and at Community Conversations. 
 
 
 
 
Privacy 

· We keep your information safe and follow data protection law. 
· A privacy notice is available with the survey. 
 
Quick checklist – how to take part today 

· Fill in the survey (best way).
· Try the Budget Challenge (optional learning tool).
· Drop in to a Community Conversation event.
· Ask for paper, Large Print or Easy Read if you need it.
· Email us: yourbudget@dumgal.gov.uk 
 
Contact us
 
Email: yourbudget@dumgal.gov.uk 
Website: Search “Dumfries and Galloway Budget Consultation 26/27” on our site.

In person: Libraries and Customer Service Centres can help you take part. 

Thank you for telling us what matters most to you. Your views will help councillors make balanced decisions. 
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